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2 2 PACKED FOR ACTION
ol Siewart Boyd’s 340 6BBL Duster is a tribute to what | m:ght have been

26 FORERUNNER TO FAME
Best of Show's just-restored 1967 Formula S 383 Barracuda con\:emble lq rarer
than its Hemi offspring

THE DEVIL IS IN THE DETAILS
Mr. Normy's Garage brings back a notorious package
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... and this was just the hotel parking lot!
Since I was “working,” I was only able to
grab a few shots at the actual event.

Old school grassroots traditions with 21st
century musclecars at the LX & Beyond

Festival in Ohio

his past july, my travels

for Mancini Racing

took me to the rolling
hills of eastern Ohio for the 4th Annual
LX & Beyond Festival held at Quaker
City Raceway in Salem. This two day
event brings together owners and fans
of late-model Challengers, Chargers,
Magnums and 300s, as well as more
unique iron like the Jeep SRT8 Grand
Cherokees, SRT 4 Calibers and Neons,
and just about any SRT performance
vehicle the corporation has made in the
past five years.

Having been involved in drag racing
for years, the first thing | noticed when
| drove through the gates and into the
pits was the near absence of the race
trailers of any sort — open, enclosed,
stackers, etc. — along with high-dollar
motorhomes normally hitched to them
at regular drag events. However, there
were lots of “race cars” on hand, a wide
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LX & Beyond Festival held at Quaker
City Raceway in Salem. This two day
event brings together owners and fans
of late-model Challengers, Chargers,
Magnums and 300s, as well as more
unigue iron like the Jeep SRT8 Grand
Cherokees, SRT 4 Calibers and Neons,
and just about any SRT performance
vehicle the corporation has made in the

while | have spent over 30 years attending
virtually every type of car show and drag
race, the LX & Beyond Festival struck a
nerve with me. This was history. What
a joy to see the owners of these great
new cars drive them here to the track,
unload their luggage, a floor jack, drag
radials, and then swap tires and head to
the staging lanes to lay down some 13-,
12- and 11-second ETs. What a pleasure
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a joy to see the owners of these great
new cars drive them here to the track,
unload their luggage, a floor jack, drag
radials, and then swap tires and head to
the staging lanes to lay down some 13-,
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NOTE: Hustle Stuff is a requiar column
by long-time Detrot insider and genuine
Mopar guy David Hakim, who has worked
for both the OEM manufacturers and
aftermarket in the course of his 20-year
career. Got aquestion or comment for him;
simply contact us here at: Dave Hakim,
Mopar Enthusiast magazine . PO. Box 482
Sidney, Ohio 45365-0482, or e-mall him at
MoEeditor@amosautomotive com

PHOTOS COURTESY THE AUTHOR, WHATSNEWSNX DIGITAL,
AND LXANDSEYONDMATS.COM

In the uphill burnout box at Quaker City, this
caz shows what most entries had — the ability to
cook the tires and street-legal registration.

to walk through the pits and not see
an armada of faceless white enclosed
trailers or the obnoxious sound of open
headers from some clapped out low-
compression beater barely capable of
breaking into the 13-second zone. How
refreshing to see a guy’s pit space with
nothing more than the car he drove in,
along with his spare tires, some simple
hand tools, the aforementioned floor
jack, and personal gear.

Personally, this was like going back in
time to the 1960s, when the owner of an all-
new Max Wedge or Street Hemi cars drove
their hot iron out to the track and bolted on
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hand tools, the aforementioned floor
jack, and personal gear.

Personally, this was like going back in
time to the 1960s, when the owner of an all-
new Max Wedge or Street Hemi cars drove
their hot iron out to the track and bolted on
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their Casler Cheater Slicks for a weekend's
worth of racing, but still used them as
primary transportation on weekdays.

To me, this event was the simple
and pure essence of the hot rodding
car culture; that it is still viable today
with these contemporary high-tech
musclecars was too cool. Even when so
much has changed and time has marched
on, you can still be a part of grassroots
drag racing in the 21st century.

Of course, there are those who still
need more. The heavy hitters with the
brand new turn-key, go really, really fast
cars (most are street and strip) were aiso at
Quaker City displaying their ultra cool toys.
First were the folks from SpeedFactory
with their SF700R Challenger SRT8 and
their newly released “entry level” SF500
version. Not to be outdone, the crew from
Petty's Garage had their special edition
Challenger on display for the masses to
drool over. Complete Petty Signature
graphics were front and center, just to let
everyone know who the real King is and
the NASCAR short-track-inspired rear
spoilers stood proudly. So if your check
book is big enough, you too can own a
real 11-second, 4,000-pound daily driver.
The factory guys from Chrysler's SRT
group were also at QCR with a variety
of Challenger and Charger SRT8s along
with a Viper or two.

Aftermarket companies that cater to
these new generation Mopars were also
on hand, companies such as ProCharger,
Corsa, DiabloSport, and Mancini Racing.

of Challenger and Charger SRT8s along
with a Viper or two.

Aftermarket companies that cater to
these new generation Mopars were also
on hand, companies such as ProCharger,
Corsa, DiabloSport, and Mancini Racing.

OK, I did get a chance to join the fun. Here I am, near lane, getting a bleach box leap on
the action against a green Daytona with a Chitown-style high-gear burnout; we both drove

home in these cars!

Dave Weber and the guys from Modern
Muscle even came up from their NASCAR
hamiet of Martinsville, Virginia, with their
mobile chassis dyno to help attendees
fine tune their rides and help tease even
more power out their already potent 5.7L
and 6.1L Hemis.

Like all events, it takes dedicated
individuals to make it happen. LX owner
and enthusiast Anthony Carter and his
group of volunteers made sure the event

more power out their already potent 5.7L
and 6.1L Hemis.

Like all events, it takes dedicated
individuals to make it happen. LX owner
and enthusiast Anthony Carter and his
group of volunteers made sure the event

went off without a hitch. Anthony held
the first “gathering™ back in 2007 which
consisted of a group of LX lovers in central
Ohio getting together to network and
discuss ways to improve the performance
and handling of their Chargers, Magnums
and 300s. Now, the LX & Beyond Festival
has become one of premier late-model
Mopar events in the country, and with the
introduction of the Challenger, the overall
event has expanded beyond even his
wildest expectations.

Anthony’s mission is to continue the
growth and interest in Chrysler’s LX/
LC vehicles and expand the network
of aftermarket suppliers, along with
information sharing among the current
owners, plus giving potential future
owners a glimpse of the lifestyle
associated with the LX/LC crowd. And
with the variety of drag racing classes
and great show field, there was enough
going on for anyone who has an interest
in these great performance vehicles
and handling of their Chargers, Magnums
and 300s. Now, the LX & Beyond Festival
has become one of premier late-model
Mopar events in the country, and with the
introduction of the Challenger, the overall
event has expanded beyond even his
wildest expectations.

Anthony’s mission is to continue the
growth and interest in Chrysler’s LX/
LC vehicles and expand the network
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